Function Matrix:  Making Sense of FBA Data

Directions

When compiling FBA data, it can be difficult to figure out how to consolidate the data and identify meaningful patterns. The Function Matrix can help. 

Go through each source of information one by one. Review the hypothesis statement from that source, and make a guess about the function. Write the information in the appropriate box.

	
	GET

Positive Reinforcement
	AVOID/ESCAPE

Negative Reinforcement

	Attention/Social
	Teacher Interview: Student is academically below grade level and needs a lot of adult prompting to complete work

ABC Data Collection: 7 of 10 observed behaviors resulted in getting an adult to come talk to the student
	

	Activity/

Item 
	
	Student Interview: Student hates math and does not want to do work that is really hard

	Sensory/

Biological
	
	


Behavior is complex; there is likely to be data that fits in many of the possible boxes. Focus on the data that is most powerful and salient to the situation in which the behaviors are occurring. Incorporating multiple perspectives is useful. Eventually, evidence will accumulate for a particular function.
Ultimately, it is useful to focus on one primary function whenever possible. It can be difficult and complicated to attempt to consistently implement plans written based on multiple behavioral functions. 

Function Matrix:  Making Sense of FBA Data

Student: _____________________
Date: __________

Teacher: ________________   School: _______________ Person compiling data: __________
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	Attention/Social
	
	

	Activity/

Item (work/
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Biological
	
	


Teacher Interview: Student is academically below grade level and needs a lot of adult prompting to complete work





ABC Data Collection: 7 of 10 observed behaviors resulted in getting an adult to come talk to the student





Student Interview: Student hates math and does not like to do work that is really hard








